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They've been seeing each other for about a year now. Pink elephants? The most important thing to remember about stative verbs is that they are not normally used in continuous (progressive) tenses, which are usually used to describe actions or change. We can do this with see, hear, taste, smell, remember, understand I could hear somebody singing
next door. I can understand how you feel. Don't interrupt me! I'm thinking. So we don't use would in this way with stative verbs. He's lived there all his life. But it would be good to at least master used to, and be aware that native speakers will often use would. But at the time it caused a furore. BUT "I'm thinking about buying a new car."

Here, thinking is describing a process, or an action. You must be seeing things! wish stative - want something I wish it was the weekend dynamic - make a wish Blow all the candles out. There's a good discussion of I'm lovin it at GrammarGirl (link below). How are you liking your new job? But when they describe permanent or long-lasting states, they
act like stative verbs and we use a simple tense. To talk about things you see etc at a given moment, we use can/could with a bare infinitive, rather than a continuous tense. Indeed it gives an example sentence: I've been retired for a year now and I'm loving every minute of it. Shall I give her a message? They often describe states which last for quite a
long time. She's having a baby soon. The most common is the verb be. Stop feeling that bruise, you'll make it worse. In the past, I wouldn't have a car. It's another example of a slogan that used language that was non-standard enough to draw the wrath of the purists, while being mainstream enough not to offend the majority. It means "to have an
opinion" and it cannot be used in the progressive form in this case. NOT I was hearing ... But work and live are rather special: we can use them in both simple and continuous forms with very little change in meaning. Macdonald's advertising slogan has been critised by some grammar purists as being 'bad grammar'. If you keep the basic idea of
dynamic verbs vs. This is a small group of verbs where by saying the verb you perform the action described in that verb. / How are you feeling today? All this may seem complicated, but if you read and listen to as much English as you can, you will soon start to know which verbs sound right in the progressive. Stative verbs (or state verbs) are a
relatively small group of verbs which describe states rather than actions, and so are in contrast to dynamic (or action verbs), which form the vast majority of verbs. We can use keep + -ing form to talk about repeated events I keep seeing this strange bird in the garden. They can sometimes be used perfect continuous tenses, even when describing long
lasting states, but they can't be use with would to describe past states. I've seen this film before. Have you been there long. dynamic - actions She's having lunch with her mother. The verb love is certainly a stative verb and isn't usually used in a continous tense. (habit) We can also use would to talk about past habits and repeated actions, but we can't
use it to talk about past states. He was so annoyed by this 'misuse’ of like that he refused to read the slogan out on air. The pass lies between two high mountains. You can see that they are all used to describe an action, change, or process. In fact we do sometimes use stative verbs in continuous tenses when we are talking about experiences which
last a limited period of time, especially in present and present perfect. The house stands in its own parkland She was sitting reading when the doorbell rang. But if you check Macmillans Dictionary you'll see that it gives three main uses for the verb love to be very strongly attracted to someone in an emotional and sexual way to care very much about
someone, especially members of your family or close friends to like or enjoy something very much Now while it says that progressive (continuous) tenses are never used with the first two meanings, it makes no such rule about the third. (habit / repeated action) She would always bring us presents. Have here talks about the family relationship the
speaker has with her brothers and is therefore stative. She's lived here / been living here all her life. She used to work in an office, but now she works from home. Stative verbs are sometimes known as "state verbs." "Kevin wants some ice-cream." So now you know the meaning of the terms, let's look at some examples! First, here is a list of some
dynamic verbs. Cronkite was perhaps the most famous American broadcast journalist ever, and often cited as "the most trusted man in America" (Wikipedia). The use of the continuous perhaps stresses the length of time, but apart from that there is very little difference. NOT I am understanding ... I keep remembering what she said. (state) Every day
I would walk to work. (action now) When they describe more temporary situations they act like dynamic verbs, and we tend to use a continuous tense. This use of loving is unusual enough for the Macdonalds campaign to have got a bit of extra pubicity due to its use of language, but not so unusual that it sounded impossible to most of us. In the past, I
didn't use to have a car. BUT "I'm not being nosy. (habit) She used to work in a factory. I'll call you when things are better." Having in this sentence means the speaker is going through the process of a bad day. It is therefore dynamic. So live and work are rather special verbs. There is a small group of verbs used to describe temporary states which
we can use in simple or continuous tenses with very little difference in meaning: ache, feel, hurt, look (=appear) My back aches / My back's really aching How do you feel today? be stative - states She's an engineer I was really tired dynamic - behaviour Now you're just being stupid He was being so badly-behaved have stative - possession She has a
new house and a new job. Example sentences: "I think it is wrong to hit children." Here, think is a stative verb. You must have been hearing things. Correct: "I like chocolate, but I prefer cake." Incorrect: "I'm liking chocolate but I'm preferring cake." Correct: "I don't understand you when you speak quickly." Incorrect: "I'm not understanding you
when you speak quickly." There are also some verbs that can be either dynamic or stative, depending on their meaning and context in the sentence. In 1955 the tobacco company took over the sponsorship of Walter Cronkite's news show. These verbs include: accept, acknowledge, advise, apologise, assume, deny, guarantee, hope, inform, predict,
promise, recommend, suggest, suppose, warn These are not stative verbs and can be used in continuous tenses when we are describing what somebody is doing - Don't go on about it so much, can't you see he's apologising? They have three children. I've thought that for a long time. We don't normally use them in present perfect continuous. feel
stative - have an opinion, have a texture or other quality He feels that we should work harder. BUT "I'm having a bad day today. I've been noticing lately how more and more people are cycling to work. Most of them are used to describe an activity which has a start and an end. Examples of dynamic verbs: eat walk learn grow sleep talk write run read
become go These words can all be used in the progressive form. Example sentences with dynamic verbs: "I can't talk right now, I'm eating dinner." Present progressive used to describe an action happening now. They're having a party at the weekend. dynamic - meet somebody, have a relationship, have a mental problem I'll be seeing her tomorrow.
see stative - vision and opinion I see a boat on the horizon I don't know what she sees in him. They can go with used to to talk about the past, but not would. It feels so soft. Here is a list of some of the stative verbs. The fuss over the Macdonald's slogan reminds me of the story of another, earlier controversial slogan: Winston tastes good like a
cigarette should Nowadays that use of like as a conjunction instead of as is not quite so controversial, at least in informal conversation, although a lot of people still don't like it. See my post about as and like here The most important reason you need to know about these is because stative verbs can't usually be used in the progressive form. He always
has great ideas. Therefore, it is stative. static verbs in the back of your mind, it will help you greatly. I'm sure you know by now that there are many words in English that can have more than one meaning! Examples of verbs that can be either dynamic or stative: think mind have smell sound Let's look at some examples of how these verbs are used
differently. For example, the act of saying - I promise you - means I am making that promise. What are you wishing for? And if I say - I predict it will rain - I am making that prediction. "I don't mind if we watch a movie tonight." Here, mind means "be bothered by", which is a state of mind, not an action. "Sorry, I'm out of breath because I've been
running." Present perfect progressive used to describe an action that started in the past, continued for some time and has results now. He used to live in Cardiff, but now he lives in Bristol. think stative - have an opinion or intention He thinks it's going to rain I think I'll go to bed dynamic - the process of thinking, considering He's thinking about the
weather. (a permanent state) She's living with her parents until she can find a new flat. Stative verbs tend to be connected with existence, thoughts, emotions, the senses and possession. She would work in an office, but now she works from home. But more about that later! Firstly, what do the words "dynamic" and "stative" mean? He would live in
Cardiff, but now he lives in Bristol. This is something that is happening, rather than simply being. So here we can use the progressive form. The village sits in a valley at the foot of the mountains. (habit) These two verbs, live and work, are not usually listed as stative verbs, but they can be used to describe states. However quite a few verbs can be
both stative and dynamic, and some stative verbs can even occasionally be used in continuous tenses, so we need to be able to distinguish how they are being used. It is 'edgy' but not beyond the limits. (state) I used to walk to work every day. He lives in Manchester. I'm minding my own business!" Here, minding means "looking after" and is therefore
a process and a dynamic verb. I've been wanting to do that for ages. But when we use them as a declaration - I apologise for what I said, we usually use a simple tense rather than a continuous one. Stative verbs are often used in present perfect simple, especially with a period of time. (habit / repeated action) Remember you don't have to use these
constructions if they confuse you; you can always use past simple. And that sentence sounds absolutely natural. Examples of stative verbs: love hate like prefer doubt seem know own understand Here are some examples, showing that these words cannot be used in the progressive form. They aren't very common words in everyday English, but they
are grammar terms you will need to know to understand this subject. Dynamic "Dynamic" is an adjective which means something is moving or changing. In English grammar a "dynamic verb" means that the verb describes an action rather than a state. Dynamic verbs are sometimes known as "action verbs." "Joe is chasing the bus." Stative "Stative"
is an adjective which describes something as having a state, or existing (this is a very uncommon adjective). In English grammar a "stative verb" means that the verb describes a state rather than an action. (permanent state) I don't think he's working today. (state) I would walk to work every day. He's standing over there. dynamic - emotions, touching
He's feeling a bit under the weather today. He's worked / been working there for twenty years. (state) Every day she would take a packed lunch to work with her. Other expressions with similar meanings sometimes behave in a similar meaning, for example - make a living These verbs are normally dynamic, but can also be use to describe states,
especially connected with geographical location, in which case they are not normally used in continuous tenses. (habit) She always used to bring us presents. (temporary situation) He works as an engineer. Would is particularly useful to vary the text a bit when you are writing - I used to live quite near my office, so every day I would walk to work. I
used to live in a small town. I think he's lying down at the moment. She looks really good in that dress / She's looking really good today We tend to use continuous when we are talking about a particular moment, and simple when we are talking more generally, but there is very little difference. "I didn't steal the necklace! I was sleeping when someone
broke into the shop!" Past progressive used to talk about an action that was happening at a particular time in the past. As you know, we can use used to to talk about past states and habits. Some of these describe relationships between things or people (for example, own) and some describe emotions or states of mind.
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