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says. Tsukamoto wants to push the typology of pragmatism to its limits. Tsukamoto doesn't have a favourite house project. Short stairs set apart areas without dividing them. "Tokyo is formed by different generations of buildings," he adds. The practice's architecture engages with what Tsukamoto calls 'lively space'. Despite an unpredictable urban
vernacular, architecture can give cities a greater coherence and sense of social and cultural responsibility. Used to working vertically, Atelier Bow-Wow had to develop the design horizontally in Nora House, which spans a height differential of 9ft. Mini-House in Nerima, Tokyo, which won the Tokyo Architect Society's Gold Prize in 1999, remains an
iconic curiosity, while their latest project, Nora House in the countryside outside Sendai is a wildly original re-interpretation of a Japanese farm house. Tsukamoto and his partner Momoyo Kaijima founded Atelier Bow-Wow in 1992, after a chance meeting at the Tokyo Institute of Technology. "What I am interested in is between abstract and
figurative," Tsukamoto says. It's actually quite a conventional building, with conventional building elements. Quarring of Vals Quarzite and Manufacture of Various Natural Stone Products What parallels can Atelier Bow-Wow draw from designing for urban and rural environments? "We are always trying to design a new generation of houses in each
area. Rather than wait-out the crisis, they embarked on an investigative project to observe and document the various typologies of the city, and published what they discovered in several books. "The gap between use and form is very distinct," explains Yoshiharu Tsukamoto, one half of Japanese practice Atelier Bow-Wow from the firm's office in
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