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Numbers have always been deeply ingrained in Chinese culture, with many people associating them with good fortune. The use of lucky numbers has become an integral part of daily life, from buying residences to choosing telephone numbers or selecting dates for weddings. Even numbers are generally considered more auspicious than odd ones, and
even numbers are often given as gifts on special occasions. No. 8 is particularly significant in Chinese culture, with its pronunciation sounding similar to the word "Fa", meaning good luck. As a result, it's not uncommon for businesspeople to favor this number when choosing phone numbers or addresses. Some people even pay more money for these
"lucky" numbers! In Buddhist culture, certain numbers hold spiritual significance, such as no. 3, which represents Buddha and Dharma. Numbers also play a role in Chinese New Year celebrations, with the quantity of cash placed in red envelopes being a symbol of good luck. Additionally, certain numbers are associated with specific animals in the
Chinese Zodiac, each believed to bring its own unique energies into one's life. Interestingly, no. 4 is considered unlucky in Chinese culture due to its pronunciation sounding similar to "Si", meaning death. This is reflected in people's avoidance of this number when choosing phone numbers or room assignments. Overall, numbers hold great
significance in Chinese culture, with each number having its own unique meaning and connotations. Chinese people believe that their fortune can be determined by analyzing lucky numbers, which are considered more auspicious than odd numbers. In Chinese culture, even numbers like 8, 6, and 2 hold significant value, while others like 3 are also
seen as fortunate. The number 8 is particularly revered for its similarity in pronunciation to the word "%&" (fa), meaning wealth and fortune, and its association with wholeness and completeness according to Taoist culture. People often prioritize phone numbers, license plates, and residences with the lucky number 8, as it's believed to bring good
fortune and prosperity. Other notable lucky numbers in Chinese culture include 6, which sounds like the word "j&" (1it1), indicating smooth flow; 2, symbolizing harmony and balance, although its meaning has evolved among young people; and 3, associated with positive connotations and life. Nine (jii) The number nine resonates with the meaning of
"eternality" and "longevity" in Chinese culture, often associated with emperors. In the Forbidden City, there were 9,999 rooms. Combinations like 99 and 999 are popular among Chinese people. Number Seven (qi) Traditionally, seven is a lucky number but has opposing connotations due to its homophones "5%" (i) meaning harmony and "E{" ( q1)
meaning cheating. The seventh day of the seventh month falls on Chinese Valentine's Day or Ghost Festival. Unlucky Number Four (si) For Chinese people, four is considered unlucky as it sounds like "death." They avoid this number in phone numbers, license plates, and dates. Chinese New Year gifts exclude the number 4. Lucky Combinations
When giving money, Chinese people choose lucky combinations to wish good fortune. Examples include 168 (yilii ba) for financial success and 520 (wu er ling ) for love. Number Symbolism In Chinese culture, numbers have distinct meanings: beginning (1), harmony (2), stability (3), death (4), self/individuality (5), smooth/success (6), holiness (7),
wealth/prosperity (8), and longevity/eternity (9). The significance of numbers in Chinese culture dates back to ancient times, with each number carrying unique connotations and auspiciousness. In traditional Chinese numerology, certain numbers are viewed as beneficial or detrimental due to their pronunciation. For instance, the digits two, eight,
and nine are considered extremely auspicious, whereas four, five, and seven (sometimes) are deemed unlucky. Auspicious Numbers hold a special place in Chinese culture, with each digit imbued with distinct symbolic meanings. The number two symbolizes harmony and balance, often depicted as Y= (shuangxi) on wedding couplets and during the
Chinese New Year celebrations. Similarly, the number eight resonates with the verb "to get rich" (facai), while the number nine is associated with longevity and eternity. Romantic couples often incorporate these numbers into their gestures, such as exchanging vows on September 9th or offering 99 roses during an engagement. Interestingly, the
Forbidden City boasts 81 nails arranged in a 9x9 grid, reflecting the auspicious nature of this number. In Chinese culture, numbers can have humorous or meaningful interpretations when spoken out loud. For instance, "250" is often used to mean "stupid" or "half-insane", while "520" sounds like "I love you" and has become a popular phrase for
Valentine's Day. Other number combinations can convey insults, emotions, or phrases in Mandarin or Cantonese. Additionally, numbers are used in various games, such as the popular Chinese 15-15-20 drinking game. The text also explains the difference between "/N\E" (xidoxié; lowercase) and "XE" (daxié; uppercase) Chinese characters used for
numbers. The former is commonly used in everyday contexts, while the latter is primarily used in financial transactions to prevent forgery. The use of "AE" dates back to the Ming dynasty when it was implemented to combat corruption. Finally, the text provides a conversion chart from simplified Chinese characters to traditional ones, highlighting
the variations in writing numbers for financial purposes. Tania's expertise in the Chinese language extends beyond its literal meaning, allowing users to grasp the nuances and idioms that convey slang meanings or partake in entertaining games - a skill she discovered through her studies. A University of Leeds alumnus with a BA in Arabic and
Chinese, Tania spent two years studying abroad in Taiwan and Egypt, where she developed a passion for traditional Chinese theatre, international education, and programming. She regularly visits China and has mastered the language, enabling her to connect with locals on a deeper level.
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