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What	is	ethics?	Where	does	moral	standards	come	from?	Are	they	based	on	emotions,	reason,	or	some	innate	sense	of	right	and	wrong?	For	many	scientists,	the	key	is	all	in	biology	-	particularly	in	the	theories	of	Darwin	and	self-conservation.	But	if	evolution	is	a	struggle	for	survival,	because	we	are	still	able	to	altruism?	In	its	classic	study	The	Circle
expansion,	Peter	Singer	claims	that	altruism	has	begun	as	a	genetic	basis	for	relatives	members	and	the	community	of	a	protection,	but	it	has	developed	in	a	consciously	chosen	ethics	with	a	circle	It	is	broader	than	moral	concern.	Based	on	philosophy	and	evolutionary	psychology,	he	shows	that	human	ethics	cannot	be	explained	by	biology	only.
Rather,	it	is	our	reasoning	capacity	that	makes	moral	progress	possible.	In	a	new	postfazione,	Singer	has	a	budget	of	its	thesis	in	the	light	of	the	recent	research	on	the	evolution	of	morality.	To	challenge	my	students	to	think	about	the	ethics	of	what	we	owe	to	people	in	need,	I	ask	them	to	imagine	that	their	path	to	the	university	brings	them	past	a
shallow	pond.	One	morning,	I	say	to	them,	you	notice	a	child	fell	into	and	seems	to	be	drowned.	To	wade	and	pull	out	the	child	it	would	have	been	easy,	but	it	will	say	that	you	get	wet	and	muddy	clothes,	and	for	the	moment	you	go	home	and	change	you	will	have	lost	the	first	class.	I	then	ask	students:	do	you	have	any	obligation	to	save	the	child?
Unanimetable,	students	say	they	do.	The	importance	of	saving	a	child	so	far	exceeds	the	cost	of	obtaining	muddy	s	clothes	and	lack	a	class,	which	refuses	to	consider	any	kind	of	excuse	to	not	save	the	child.	Makes	the	difference,	I	wonder,	that	there	are	other	people	walking	past	the	pond	that	would	be	equally	able	to	save	the	child,	but	aren't	they
doing	so?	No,	students	respond,	the	fact	that	others	are	not	doing	what	should	do	is	any	reason	why	I	shouldn't	do	what	should	do.	Once	we	are	all	clear	about	our	obligations	to	save	the	child	drowning	in	front	of	us,	I	ask:	would	make	any	difference	if	the	child	was	far,	in	another	country,	perhaps,	but	in	the	same	way	in	danger	of	death,	and	just	as
all	to	the	'Interior	of	your	vehicle	to	save,	without	great	costs	and	absolutely	no	danger	Ã	¢	to	yourself?	Practically	everyone	agrees	that	distance	and	nationality	do	not	make	moral	difference	for	the	situation.	I	then	emphasize	that	we	are	all	in	that	situation	of	the	person	who	passes	the	shallow	pond:	we	can	all	save	lives	of	people,	children	and
adults,	who	otherwise	die,	and	we	can	do	it	in	a	small	cost	for	us:	the	cost	of	a	new	CD,	a	shirt	or	a	night	out	in	a	restaurant	or	a	concert,	can	mean	the	difference	between	life	and	death	to	more	than	one	person	somewhere	in	a	world	and	help	abroad	agencies	like	Oxfam	overcome	the	problem	of	acting	to	A	distance.	At	this	point	the	students	raise
various	difficulties	of	practical	order.	Can	we	be	sure	that	our	donation	will	really	be	reaching	the	people	who	need	them?	Doesn't	much	¢	T	Most	aid	get	swallowed	up	of	administrative	costs,	or	waste,	or	corruption	even?	Isna	t	The	real	problem	of	the	growing	world	population,	and	there	is	no	point	in	saving	lives	until	the	problem	has	been	solved?
These	questions	can	be	replied:	but	also	stress	that,	although	a	substantial	part	of	our	donations	have	been	wasted,	the	cost	for	us	to	do	the	donation	is	so	small,	compared	to	the	benefits	it	provides	when,	or	part	of	it	,	don't	get	in	touch	with	those	who	need	our	help,	which	we	will	still	save	lives	in	a	small	cost	to	ourselves	to	even	if	Help	were	much
less	efficient	than	what	they	really	are.	I	am	always	impressed	by	how	few	students	challenge	the	ethics	at	the	base	of	the	idea	that	we	should	save	the	life	of	strangers	when	we	are	able	to	do	it	at	a	relatively	low	cost	to	ourselves.	At	the	end	of	the	nineteenth	century	Wh	Lecky	wrote	of	human	concern	as	an	expanding	circle,	which	starts	with	the
individual,	then	embraces	the	family	and	soon	the	circle	...	includes	a	first	first	Then	a	nation,	then	a	coalition	of	nations,	then	all	humanity,	and	finally,	its	influence	is	felt	in	human	relationships	[sic]	with	the	animal	world	"on	this	basis	most	of	most	of	my	parents	students	seems	to	be	already	in	the	penultimate	stage	Ã	¢	â,¬	"at	least	Ã	¢	â,¬"	of	the
expanding	circle	of	Lecky.	There	is,	of	course,	for	many	students	and	for	various	reasons	why	a	gap	between	the	recognition	of	what	We	should	do,	and	do	it;	but	I	will	return	to	that	emission	shortly.	Our	century	is	the	first	in	which	it	was	possible	to	talk	about	global	responsibility	and	a	global	community.	For	most	human	history	we	could	influence
the	people	of	ours	Village,	or	perhaps	in	a	great	city,	but	also	a	powerful	king	could	not	conquer	far	beyond	the	boundaries	of	his	kingdom.	When	Adrian	ruled	the	Roman	Empire,	his	kingdom	covered	most	of	the	world	",	but	today	when	a	jet	rises	in	London	leaving	what	was	one	of	the	distant	ava	Mples	of	the	Roman	Empire,	step	of	him	his	opposite
border	before	being	halfway	to	Singapore,	not	to	mention	my	home	in	Australia.	Furthermore,	no	matter	what	the	extent	of	the	empire,	the	time	required	for	communications	and	transport	meant	that	there	was	simply	way	in	which	people	could	make	any	difference	for	victims	of	floods,	wars	or	massacres	take	place	by	'Other	part	of	the	globe.	When
someone	had	heard	of	the	events	and	responded,	the	victims	had	died	or	survived	without	assistance.	Ã,	â	â	â	â	â	â	â	€	Carry	starts	home,	it	made	sense,	because	it	was	only	Ã	¢	â,¬	Ã	¢	~	~	Ã	¢	â,¬	Â	"¢	â"	¢	"or	at	least	in	your	city	-	that	you	could	be	confident	that	yours	CharitÃ	would	make	no	difference.	Instant	communications	and	Jet	transports
have	changed	everything.	A	two	billion	television	audience	now	can	look	at	the	hungry	children	to	implore	food	in	an	area	hit	by	famine,	or	can	see	refugees	flowing	through	the	border	looking	for	a	safe	place	from	those	who	fear	them	kill	them.	Most	of	that	enormous	audience	also	has	the	means	to	help	people	see	on	their	screens.	Each	of	us	can
extract	a	credit	card	and	a	phone	in	a	donation	to	An	organization	of	aid	that	can,	in	a	few	days,	fly	in	people	who	can	start	distributing	food	and	medical	supplies.	Collectively,	it	is	also	in	the	United	Nations	Capacity	-	with	the	support	of	the	major	powers	-	put	the	troops	on	the	ground	to	protect	c	Oloro	who	are	in	danger	of	becoming	victims	of
genocide.	Our	ability	to	influence	what	is	happening,	anywhere	in	the	world,	is	a	way	we	live	in	an	era	of	global	responsibility.	But	there	is	also	another	way	that	offers	a	contrast	even	more	dramatic	with	the	past.	The	atmosphere	and	the	oceans	seemed,	until	recently,	to	be	elements	of	nature	totally	unaltered	by	the	punished	activities	of	human
beings.	Now	we	know	that	our	use	of	chlorofluorocarbons	has	damaged	the	ozone	shield;	Our	emission	of	carbon	dioxide	is	changing	the	climate	of	the	entire	planet	into	unpredictable	ways	and	raising	the	sea	level;	And	fishing	fleets	tighten	the	oceans,	reducing	fish	populations	that	once	seemed	unlimited	for	a	point	from	which	they	may	never
recover.	In	these	ways	the	consumer	actions	of	Los	Angeles	can	cause	skin	cancer	among	the	Australians,	flooding	the	lands	of	the	farmers	in	Bangladesh	and	force	the	inhabitants	of	the	Thai	village	who	could	earn	a	fishing	life	to	work	in	Bangkok	factories.	In	these	circumstances	the	need	for	a	global	ethics	is	inevitable.	Is	it	a	vain	hope?	Here	are
some	reasons	why	it	may	not	be.	We	live	at	a	time	when	many	people	experience	their	lives	as	empty	and	free	of	fulfillment.	The	decline	of	religion	and	the	collapse	of	communism	have	But	the	ideology	of	the	free	market	whose	unique	message	is:	to	consume	and	work	hard	so	you	can	earn	money	to	consume	more.	Yet	even	those	who	reasonably	do
well	in	this	race	for	material	goods	do	not	find	that	they	are	satisfied	with	their	way	of	living.	Now	we	have	a	good	scientific	test	for	what	the	philosophers	have	they	have	Over	the	centuries:	once	we	have	enough	to	satisfy	our	basic	needs,	earning	more	wealth	doesn't	bring	us	more	happiness.	Take	into	consideration	the	life	of	Ivan	Boesky,	the
billionaire	merchant	of	Wall	Street,	who	in	1986	declared	himself	with	Insider	Trading.	Why	Boesky	be	involved	in	criminal	activities,	when	he	had	more	money	than	he	could	ever	spend?	Six	years	after	the	broken	insider-trading	scandal,	BoeskyÃ	¢	s	Separate	wife	Seema	spoke	of	her	motivations	HusbandÃ	¢	s	of	her	in	an	interview	with	Barbara
Walters	for	the	American	program	ABC	NetworkÃ	¢	s	20/20.	Walters	asked	if	Boesky	was	a	man	who	wanted	luxury.	Seema	Boesky	didn't	think,	stressing	that	he	worked	all	day,	seven	days	a	week,	and	never	took	a	free	day	to	enjoy	him	money	of	him.	She	then	reminded	that	when	in	1982	the	Forbes	magazine	first	listed	Beesky	among	the	rich	people
of	the	United	States,	he	was	upset.	She	hired	he	didn't	like	advertising	and	made	some	observations	to	do	so.	Boesky	replied:	Ã	¢	thatÃ	¢	s	not	whatÃ	¢	s	shocking	me.	We	are	none.	We	are	at	no	side.	We	are	at	the	bottom	of	the	list	and	I	assure	you	that	I	wona	tonight	that	like	the	new	one.	We	will	not	be	at	the	bottom	of	List.Ã	¢	We	need	to	free
ourselves	from	this	absurd	successful	conception.	Not	only	do	they	fail	to	bring	happiness	to	those	who,	like	Boesky,	do	extraordinarily	well	in	the	competitive	struggle;	It	also	defines	a	social	standard	that	is	a	recipe	for	global	injustice	and	environmental	disaster.	We	cannot	continue	to	see	our	goal	as	gaining	more	and	more	wealth,	or	how	to
consume	more	and	more	goodies,	and	leaving	behind	us	an	even	bigger	heap	of	waste.	We	tend	to	see	the	ethics	in	contrast	with	personal	interest;	We	take	for	granted	that	those	who	do	the	fortunes	of	insider	trading	are	successfully	following	a	personal	interest	as	a	matter	of	agreement	that	gives	you	taking	Ã	¢	and	ethical	ignoring.	We	think	it	is	in
our	interest	in	taking	a	senior	better-paid	position	with	another	company,	although	this	means	that	we	are	contributing	to	producing	or	promoting	a	product	that	is	not	good	for	everyone,	or	is	harmful	to	the	environment	.	On	the	other	hand,	those	who	pass	opportunities	to	rise	in	their	career	due	to	ethics	Ã	¢	scrupleesÃ	¢	about	the	nature	of	work,	or
that	giving	away	their	riches	for	good	causes,	we	think	they	are	sacrificing	their	own	interests	in	to	respect	The	ethical	dictates.	Many	will	say	that	it	is	naive	to	believe	that	people	could	move	from	a	life-based	life,	or	how	to	get	on	top	of	the	corporate	ladder,	to	one	who	is	more	ethical	in	its	fundamental	direction.	But	this	movement	would	respond	to
a	palpable	need.	Today	the	statement	that	life	is	meaningless	is	no	longer	comes	from	existential	philosophers	who	deal	with	a	shocking	discovery:	these	are	bored	adolescents	for	which	it	is	a	repetition.	Perhaps	it	is	the	central	place	of	its	own	interest,	and	the	way	we	conceive	our	own	interest,	which	is	the	fault	here.	The	pursuit	of	one's	interest,	as
a	standard	way	conceived,	is	a	life	without	any	meaning	to	our	pleasure	or	individual	satisfaction.	Life	such	is	often	a	self-instructor	company.	The	ancients	knew	about	the	paradox	Ã	¢	of	hedonismÃ	¢,	according	to	which	the	most	explicit	way	we	pursue	our	desire	for	pleasure,	the	most	elusive	we	will	find	its	satisfaction.	There	is	no	reason	to	believe
that	human	nature	has	changed	so	dramatically	to	make	ancient	wisdom	inapplicable.	Here	the	ethics	offer	a	solution.	An	ethical	life	is	that	in	which	we	identify	with	others,	larger,	goals,	thus	giving	our	lives.	The	idea	that	there	is	harmony	between	ethics	and	illuminated	personal	interest	is	ancient,	today	often	despised.	The	It	is	more	fashionable
than	idealism.	But	such	hopes	are	not	unfounded,	and	there	are	substantial	elements	of	truth	in	the	ancient	opinion	that	an	ethically	reflective	life	is	also	a	good	life	for	the	person	who	takes	it.	It	has	never	been	so	urgent	that	the	reasons	to	accept	this	point	of	view	should	be	widely	understood.	In	a	society	society	That	the	close	pursuit	of	material
own	interest	is	the	norm,	the	transition	to	an	ethical	position	is	more	radical	than	you	think.	In	comparison	with	the	needs	of	the	people	who	go	short	of	food	in	Rwanda,	the	desire	to	taste	the	wines	of	the	Australia	s	best	vineyards	becomes	insignificant.	An	ethical	approach	to	life	does	not	forbid	themselves	having	fun	or	pleasure	of	food	and	wine;
But	our	sense	of	priorities	changes.	Putting	effort	and	fashion	expense,	endless	research	for	more	refined	gastronomic	pleasures,	additional	expenditure	that	delimits	the	luxury	market	-	Machine	all	these	become	disproportionate	for	people	who	can	travel	prospect	long	enough	to	get	into	place	Of	people	affected	by	their	actions.	If	the	circle	of	ethics
actually	does	not	expand,	and	a	higher	spread	ethical	consciousness,	which	will	radically	change	the	company	in	which	we	live.	1	Weh	Lecky,	the	history	of	European	morality,	Longman,	1892.	1892.
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